
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES12222 October 9, 1998
REMARKS BY VERONICA CALVILLO

[Veronica Calvillo is a sophomore majoring
in business and engineering at Seattle Uni-
versity]

Good Evening, I am very honored to have
been selected as a scholarship recipient by
the Hispanic College Fund. I am especially
pleased to have been asked to speak on be-
half of this year’s scholarship recipients.

I wish to begin by thanking American Air-
lines for making it possible for ten of us to
travel from various parts of the country to
be here tonight. I also wish to express my
gratitude and appreciation to all the individ-
uals and companies, in particular Eddie
Bauer, for making our scholarships possible.
This support will enable me and the other re-
cipients to begin or continue our pursuit of
a higher education.

This evening, I would like to share with
you my story, a little piece of history about
who I am and why it means so much to me
that I am here standing on this podium as a
scholarship recipient. The best place for me
to begin is by telling you what I do almost
every weekend.

Every weekend when I drive to the city
where I grew up, I feel like the most privi-
leged Hispanic on the planet. Why do I feel
this way? Well, every weekend I am able to
witness two individuals that optimize His-
panic Business Leadership and I am able to
learn from them firsthand. You are probably
wondering who these people are. The two
Hispanic leaders have no education, not even
elementary education, and they live in a
low-income neighborhood—they are my par-
ents, Angel and Lupe Calvillo are their
names, and in my opinion they are the two
most successful Hispanic business leaders. I
base this opinion on the description of what
I believe ‘‘Hispanic Business Leadership’’ is.
I believe that a Hispanic leader in business
should have the characteristics that are
common in the mother and father family fig-
ures in Hispanic families. I believe this be-
cause running a business is like managing a
big family, where the children are the em-
ployees and you are there to manage them
into becoming successful individuals for
their benefit as well as the family, which is
a sort of business. My parents were ex-
tremely successful in managing their chil-
dren, or their ‘‘employees,’’ into becoming
successful individuals. How, you may ask?
First of all, I don’t think many could argue
that Hispanic parents, with their strict and
religious way of raising their families, are
the most successful at running any kind of
family. This is why many Hispanic busi-
nesses that are family owned, for instance
the explosion of family restaurants, are so
successful. The Hispanic businesses are man-
aged with the same leadership skills that my
parents had as they were raising their chil-
dren. The skills my parents embody and that
they taught me, in preparation for becoming
successful, are summed up in three words; in-
tegrity, dignity and faith. Integrity—doing
what you say you’re going to do, Dignity—
meaning your daily actions should bring
honor and humility, and Faith—having loy-
alty to God’s teachings and confidence in
God’s plan for you. Three characteristics
needed to be a successful business leader in
any community, whether it be Hispanic or
not.

My parent’s climb to success with their
own family happened because they are living
every day those three characteristics they
taught my brothers, sisters and me.

My parents came to America in 1963 with
hopes of a better future for themselves and
their children. They have no education what-
soever and to this day, many years later,

barely utter the English language. They
were migrant workers in California and
Washington. My older siblings vividly re-
member their childhood when they, too, had
to work in the fields, alongside my parents.
When my parents first arrived in America,
they made a pact with each other that the
life they lived was not going to be the des-
tiny of their children. They had arrived in
the ‘‘land of opportunity,’’ and they would do
anything to give their children the best edu-
cation available to them.

This is exactly what they did. My Dad
eventually obtained a job as a welder and my
Mom as a motel housekeeper. Although to-
gether they averaged a meager income, they
were able to send all five of my siblings and
me to private schools. I know this seems un-
imaginably hard to do, but my family suc-
ceeded because of my parents’ immense faith
in God, family, and in this country. My sib-
lings and I obtained jobs at young ages so we
could help out financially; we understood
and accepted why we couldn’t go see a movie
on weekends, or why in winter we would dou-
ble layer our clothes and sleep with our jack-
ets on. Yes, we were poor, but I never really
knew my family was poor until I went to
Bellarmine Prep. High School and visited my
friends elegant homes and saw how they
lived. However, I still never felt the negative
associations that are usually paired with
being poor. I was happy, because God gave
me more blessings than money could ever
give me. God gave me two extraordinary par-
ents who instilled Christian morals in their
children and taught us how to live with in-
tegrity and dignity in the eyes of God. Be-
cause God is guiding my family, He made our
experiences make my family strong and
united—truly engulfed in love for one an-
other.

My parents worked hard, harder than any
human being should ever have to. They have
gone without, so that we wouldn’t . . . the
most unselfish human act possible . . . and
this is why under all my extreme cir-
cumstances I prevail. Looking at my father’s
leathered hands alone send me soaring. Now
it is my turn to help them. I have respon-
sibilities after school that few others have. I
must fill out forms, pay bills, send letters,
read letters, make phone calls for appoint-
ments, go to appointments to translate and
much more. I do all of this for my parents
because they do not speak English, read or
write. Sometimes, I feel like I am the par-
ent. It is frustrating at times when I have a
test to study for, but can’t because I have to
translate for my parents somewhere, at some
meeting, or appointment, etc. However, I do
it because I love them and like I mentioned
before, I know their hands are thick and
knotted because of the lifetime of work they
have done for their children. This is why I
am going to college—to further my edu-
cation and make myself and my parents
proud. I have concluded that all of my par-
ents’ dreams and hopes live in their children.
When we succeed, they have succeeded.

My parents’ hard work and the values they
instilled in us started to pay-off with my eld-
est sister—Lorena. She was the first person
in my family to even attempt to go to col-
lege. She left my parents’ home with just her
clothes and my parents’ blessing. She even-
tually graduated from Seattle University. I
will never forget how my parents felt when
they heard my sister’s name called out at
the graduation. They cried and my Dad
cheered wildly, this is something he rarely
does. It had been a struggle for her, but fi-
nally a Calvillo made it. My sister also set
an example for the rest of the family. My
twenty-one year old brother is in his second

year at Seattle University, my first cousin,
Aida Calvillo (whom worked alongside my
sister, Lorena, in the fields with her par-
ents), in 1996 graduated from the University
of Washington medical school, and the list
continues as more Calvillos are graduating
from college. This is my second week attend-
ing Seattle University and I am relishing
every moment of it.

My sister utilized her education for others,
and preached to her younger siblings the im-
portance of a higher education. She told me
my junior year of high school, as I was con-
templating college, ‘‘Veronica, you can’t de-
termine what you are born into, but you can
determine what you will become with the
leadership skills our parents gave us.’’ I took
her advice and have kept, and will keep,
moving forward until I become what I have
determined I will become: a successful His-
panic business leader.

With the help of the Hispanic College Fund
Board of Trustees and the generous financial
support of Eddie Bauer, I am on my way.

Once again, thank you and good evening.∑

f

WHITE HOUSE’S CEREMONY HON-
ORING EIGHT NEW YORK CITY
POLICE OFFICERS FOR BEING
AMONG THE NATION’S TOP COPS

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President,
today this nation takes time to honor
the deeds of some of our bravest public
servants, the men and women who
make up this country’s federal, state,
and local law enforcement agencies and
departments. These officers are the
guardians of our safety, the protectors
of our hearths and homes. Often in
harm’s way, they are the ever-vigilant
heroes of our communities, towns and
cities.

These words particularly ring true
when they are applied to the eight New
York City Police Department officers
who are among those honored here
today. In July 1997, Officers Joseph
Dolan, Michael Keenan, David Marinez,
Mario Zorovic, Sergeant John English,
Jr., Lieutenant Owen McCaffrey, Dep-
uty Inspector Raymond McDermott,
and Captain Ralph Pascullo prevented
two men from attempting to blow up a
portion of New York City’s subway sys-
tem with homemade pipe bombs.

These eight officers spearheaded a
team that entered the apartment
where these two men lived. Once in-
side, the officers disabled these men
and recovered four unexploded pipe
bombs. Their bravery and professional-
ism undoubtedly saved countless lives
and prevented a bloody catastrophs.

I am extremely proud of these men
and take great pride in calling them
New York City’s finest.∑

f

COMMENDING JUDY LEWIS

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I bring
to the Senate’s attention that October
16 is World Food Day. As the largest
international food aid organization in
the world, the United Nations World
Food Program feeds 52.9 million people
in 84 countries and deserves special rec-
ognition.
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Millions of people have survived civil

unrest, famine and other disasters be-
cause of a project called Food-for-Life
which makes emergency operations the
primary focus of the World Food Pro-
gram. Other projects include Food-for-
Work which uses food as a tool to en-
courage people to work within their
communities in order to become self
reliant and Food-for-Growth which dis-
tributes food aid at schools, clinics and
hospitals to help children and pregnant
women.

I am proud to say that Judy Lewis, a
native of Scott County, Mississippi,
and past Director of Organization of
my 1978 campaign staff, has been
named the World Food Program’s
Country Director for Ethiopia. Since
1992, Ms. Lewis has many times en-
dured dangerous conditions to partici-
pate first-hand in helping to bring food
to starving people whose lives were
threatened by natural disasters or
armed conflicts. She has played a key
role in many of the World Food Pro-
gram’s biggest emergency and develop-
ment projects around the world in
places like Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania,
and Somalia. As Country Director for
Ethiopia, Ms. Lewis will be managing a
$30 million emergency and develop-
ment operation aiming to help over
800,000 people, focusing on refugees,
famine relief and urban poverty.

I commend Ms. Lewis for her
strength and diligence. And I congratu-
late the World Food Program for all of
its good work.∑
f

RENOX ’98

∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am
pleased to announce today the release
of findings from an important environ-
mental conference held in my home
State this summer. RENOX ’98 gathered
together experts from across the coun-
try to focus on the issue of oxides of ni-
trogen (NOX) pollution. NOX is a haz-
ardous pollutant that is produced pri-
marily by internal combustion engines
and power generation boilers and fur-
naces.

In 1996, more than 23 million tons of
NOX were released into the atmosphere
in the U.S. alone. NOX is a key compo-
nent in the formation of ground-level
ozone and urban smog. The health ef-
fects of ground-level ozone are well-
documented. It contributes to res-
piratory diseases that cause premature
death. It is harmful to children who
play actively outdoors and damages ag-
ricultural crops and natural vegeta-
tion.

RENOX ’98 explored all of these ef-
fects and identified strategies and solu-
tion for the control of NOX pollution.
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has some NOX reduction pro-
grams under way in both the transpor-
tation and power generation sectors.
However, one of the messages of
RENOX ’98 is that more needs to be
done and it needs to be done more
quickly if we are to make our cities
more livable for children and the elder-

ly, who are the most vulnerable to the
effects of NOX emissions.

For these reasons, I hope that all
Members of the Senate and their staff
will take some time to read the copy of
the RENOX ’98 proceedings that was
mailed to each office last week. After
reading it, I believe you will see the ur-
gency of this issue. I know the
Gunnerman Foundation, the lead spon-
sor of RENOX ’98 intends to aggres-
sively pursue legislation and policy
changes that will make NOX emissions
reductions a higher national priority.
Dr. Jack Gibbons, formerly Science Ad-
visory to the President and one of the
keynote speakers and RENOX ’98, said:
‘‘We must move the NOX problem,
which has languished, toward the front
of the line.’’

This is an issue worthy of our atten-
tion and I urge you to give it a closer
look.∑
f

NATIONAL DAY FOR THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON TAIWAN

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, as
Americans prepare to celebrate Colum-
bus Day, I notice that there are other
celebrations going on around Washing-
ton, including ‘‘National Day’’ celebra-
tions in Chinatown. October 10, 1998
marks the 87th anniversary of the
founding of modern China. This is a
very special day for Chinese people
around the world, and especially in
Taiwan where October 10 is celebrated
as National Day in the Republic of
China on Taiwan.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen is the father of mod-
ern China, and is widely regarded and
revered both in mainland China and in
Taiwan. On October 10, 1911, Dr. Sun’s
Revolutionary Alliance succeeded in
putting an end to imperial rule in
China, a date which also marked the
formal planting of the seeds of democ-
racy which continue to flourish in Tai-
wan today.

People often speculate as to the real
reasons for the ‘‘Taiwan Miracle’’ and
how Taiwan continues to defy the odds
today; how this island nation continues
to expand economically when nations
all around her are at an economic
standstill or contracting; and they
speculate as to how Taiwan not only
survives politically, but how she has
evolved into such a strong democracy
despite the pressures by the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) to isolate her
from the international community.

While there is no easy answer to this
question, Taiwan is a flourishing and
successful society in every sense of the
word, and is a source of optimism in an
increasingly uncertain world. In this
light, it gives me particularly great
pleasure to wish everyone on Taiwan,
and Chinese people around the world, a
very special October 10 National Day.
And so to all of you, congratulations.∑
f

THE DRUG CURRENCY
FORFEITURES ACT

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, Mark
Twain once said, ‘‘Get your facts first,

and then you can distort them as much
as you please.’’ There has been some
distortion and misinformation about
my bill, the Drug Currency Forfeitures
Act, and I appreciate the opportunity
to discuss the facts.

First of all, the purpose of my bill is
to dismantle the fortunes of drug traf-
fickers by helping law enforcement
seize their drug profits. It is all about
confiscating the money of drug dealers,
drug traffickers, and drug kingpins. It
is NOT about seizing the money of in-
nocent, law-abiding citizens, as some
have charged. Confiscating the money
of innocent citizens violates the
Fourth Amendment of the Constitu-
tion, and I would oppose such an at-
tempt with every effort at my com-
mand. That is why this legislation in-
cludes constitutional safeguards which
protect innocent Americans against il-
legal searches and seizures.

Mr. President, let me tell you why I
introduced my bill. There have been a
recent series of court cases which have
handed down some very disturbing ver-
dicts. In each case, despite overwhelm-
ing evidence to the contrary, the court
ruled against seizing the assets of drug
traffickers—one of our most effective
weapons in the war against drugs. Let
me give you just one example.

A traveler was stopped in an airport
carrying almost $14,000 in cash. A
trained drug dog responded positively
to the presence of drugs on the money.
When asked for an explanation, the
drug courier produced a fake ID and
lied about the money’s source. He also
had a previous drug arrest on his
record. Yet despite the evidence, the
court gave the money back to the traf-
ficker. Why? The court ruled there was
sufficient evidence to show that the
money came from some kind of crimi-
nal activity. But the court held there
was insufficient evidence to prove that
the crime was drug trafficking. United
States v. $13,570.00 in U.S. Currency,
1997 WL 722947 (E.D. La. 1997).

Every year drug sales in this country
generate $60 billion in drug profits.
Every day drug couriers move huge
quantities of this multi-billion-dollar
pot out of the U.S. in loads big enough
to fill suitcases, trucks, and even air-
planes. This movement of drug king-
pins’ cash crop is the most vulnerable
part of their drug operation. Yet cur-
rent law allows the drug trafficker and
his couriers to say nothing at all when
their money is seized. That’s right, Mr.
President. Under the law, the drug
trafficker is obliged to give no expla-
nation at all as to where his money
came from. If the government can only
show that the money was involved in a
crime—but can’t show that it was a
drug crime—the drug dealer gets his
money back.

My legislation proposes a presump-
tion that the money is drug proceeds if
certain clearly defined circumstances
are present—circumstances which typi-
cally are found in drug trafficking
cases: the presence of drugs or drug
residue; a positive alert by a properly
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